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 The U.S. Department of Justice Office for Victims of Crime has designated this week as Crime 
Victims' Rights Week, commemorating the bipartisan passage of the Victims of Crime Act by 
Congress in 1984. This year's theme is "30 Years: Restoring the Balance of Justice." 

Elders (60+) are a population of crime victims remaining disconnected from adequate public 
awareness and protection for several reasons including social isolation and declined physical and 
mental capacity. 

Social isolation is increased by the "rule" of personal and family privacy, forbidding others from 
asking about things that cause suspicion or simply caring about another person's well-being. 
Declined physical and mental capacity increases the elder's social isolation, dependence on 
assistance from others for daily functioning and vulnerability. Studies indicate that these three 
factors increase the risk of abuse for the elders and often increase the length of time and severity 
of harm that is inflicted. Furthermore, the dependence of the offender on the victim significantly 
contributes to the abuse. 

According to the National Elder Mistreatment Study, a nationally representative survey of elders, 
76% of offenders of physical abuse were family members. Of those offenders, 57% were 
partners or spouses, 10% were children or grandchildren, and 9% were other relatives. Nineteen 
percent of physical assaults on elders were inflicted by acquaintances, with strangers assaulting 
in 3% of cases studied. 

The study also examined the identity of offenders of emotional and sexual abuse and found 
similar patterns of perpetration. Financial exploitation of elders is perpetrated by family 
members, friends, acquaintances, care providers, and strangers. Emotional, physical, and even 
sexual abuse can accompany financial victimization as a means of degrading, humiliating, and 
disarming the elder and enforcing the offender's position of power. 

A group of professors and students at Fresno State and concerned citizens have studied elder 
abuse and our community's response. We've identified gaps in services — especially the lack of 
adequate and appropriate emergency shelter for victims in immediate danger who lack money to 
pay for alternative housing. Options for these elders include: staying with a friend or family 
member; placement in a shelter for battered women and their children or homeless people; or a 
social service issued voucher for an inexpensive motel. 



These options are problematic. They do not ensure the safety of the elder and result in the elder 
feeling out-of-place among people who have different needs and function differently than the 
elder. Also, these options do not, necessarily, encourage the elder to access needed supports and 
services to heal the harm inflicted by abuse. 

In response, we formed a private, non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization named Elder Abuse 
Services, Inc. or EASI. Our mission is to open and operate a confidentially located emergency 
temporary residence for elders at risk of imminent harm. We recognize that leaving one's home, 
even if abusive, results in significant trauma for elders. Elders will stay in the shelter for no more 
than three months, with counseling, case management and referrals for services to support the 
elder's healing and achievement of the greatest degree of independent functioning possible, as 
soon as possible. 

When the abuser is a family member or other valued person, the elder often wants and needs the 
continuation of the relationship, if the abuse can end. Recognizing this, EASI will coordinate 
with other service providers to offer clients a form of mediation called Restorative Justice. In 
addition to resolving the conflict, Restorative Justice works to repair the harm in the relationship 
between the victim and offender, building trustworthiness, with the offender providing 
restitution. This service will be provided if it is desired by the victim, in alignment with the 
criminal justice system's processing of the case, and if the offender is capable of participating. 

With the aging of baby boomers and people living and needing supportive care longer, risk for 
abuse increases. EASI volunteers are working to raise public awareness about elder abuse and 
the need for these services. Our goal is to build the community support and participation required 
to open and operate the proposed shelter and services. 

Our community must appropriately serve elder victims to support their rights as victims of crime. 
Acting now will hasten their healing. To contribute your time, energy, funding or other resources 
contact us at easifresno@gmail.com. 

   

John Dussich is the founder of EASI and professor emeritus in the Fresno State Department of 
Criminology. Dana Vacante is chair of the EASI fundraising committee. Renee Clift, LCSW, has 
taught for 25 years at Fresno City College and volunteers with EASI. 

 
Read more here: http://www.fresnobee.com/2014/04/09/3869237/elder-abuse-victims-need-
support.html#storylink=cpy 

	  


